
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elementary (Rising Sr. K-6th grade) 

Summer Reading 

2022 

 

It is our hope and goal that all students develop a lifelong love of reading! Research suggests 
that student autonomy is the biggest determining factor in reading participation and 
enjoyment; therefore, our summer reading assignments this year provide multiple options for 
students to hopefully help peak their interest. 
 
3rd-6th graders should choose at least one book from the grade level list provided to read 
over the summer. Upon returning to school in August, students should expect to complete a 
project with a writing component related to their book of choice.    
  
Parents play a critical role in helping their child to choose books that are best suited for them 
in both reading level and appropriate content. We encourage you to check both factors for 
your child for any book included in this summer reading packet.  

• To help select a text that is suitable for your child’s reading skill/grade level, we 
suggest checking the Lexile level of the book. Lexile levels measure the difficulty of a 
text and loosely correspond to grade level by 100s. For example, an appropriate 
Lexile level for a 6th grader would be a novel with a Lexile score in the 600s. You can 
find a book’s Lexile level at this site: https://hub.lexile.com/find-a-book/search 

• To check for suitable content, such as any issues or language the book might 
include, we suggest consulting Common Sense Media. It is an excellent resource for 
families to help them understand the nature of the content in the books their children 
are reading: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews 

 



Senior Kindergarten 

Dear Kindergarten Parents and Students,   

We are thrilled that you all will be joining the Kindergarten Pack this year!  
Kindergarten is such an exciting year; full of learning, playing, and lots of exploring!   

We feel that the transition to Kindergarten is such an important milestone for a child 
and his/her family. We want to create an incredible first experience that will mold a 
positive and eager attitude towards learning and school. We have provided a few 
ideas below that can help your child have a smooth transition into school and 
learning.   

Personal Needs:  

• Put on and take off coat – play dress up!  
• Wash his/her hands  
• Open lunch containers – throw some similar containers in a water table 
or tub with water, dry beans, or rice for them to practice.  
• Be responsible for his/her belongings- Responsible children make 
CONFIDENT children. Give your child responsibilities to help around the 
house each day. Clean up toys, set the table, empty the utensils in the 
dishwasher, etc.  

Social Needs:  

• Sit and listen to a story- Check the local library for story times.  
• Follow 2 step directions  
• Cooperate with other children (take turns)- Try out some RCA summer 
camps for some great opportunities for interaction with children!  

Academic Skills: So many of the skills can be practice by being intentional with 
conversations and time. Car rides are a great time to spy colors, letters, or shapes.  

• Hold a book upright and turn pages – Daily story time can turn an 
average reader into a strong reader! If busy schedules are tough, use a 
book on CD and have your child follow along in the book independently. 
All children love stories- you just have to find the books they love.  



• Know colors, shapes, and sizes. Have your child practice identifying 
colors, shapes, and sizes by using lego blocks, buttons, pattern blocks, etc. 
Play “I Spy” with your child by using colors, shapes, and sizes as clues.  
• Hold scissors and pencil correctly- Allow your child to practice with 
safety scissors. Challenge your child to cut along a straight line, zig zags, 
and circles. Cutting play dough is also great to help build those hand 
muscles.  
• Recognize and write first name correctly (John and not JOHN). Practice 
writing their first name using any writing materials, sand, shaving cream, 
etc.  
• Practice recognizing uppercase and lowercase letters. Create flashcards, 
use magnet letters, or point out letters found in the grocery store!  
• Last, but not least… READ, READ, READ… studies show that there are 
so many benefits of reading to your child each day. It can make such a 
significant impact on the development of your child.   

We will be having a Kindergarten parent meeting on August the 4th. Please bring all 
of your child’s school supplies on this day. Our Little Wolves first day of school will be 
Monday, August 8th. It will be a half day. Please send your child with a drink and 
snack. The rest of the week will be full days, so students will need snacks/drinks, as 
well as a lunch/drink (lunches can also be ordered from the cafeteria).  

Thank you so much for your time and support. We believe that strong communication 
and support is vital in creating the very best experience for your child. Please email or 
text if you have any questions or concerns. Have a fabulous summer and we cannot 
wait to see you in August! 

Sincerely,   

RCA Kindergarten Teachers   

  



1st grade  

In 1st grade we will spend a lot of time developing a love for reading. The best thing 
to do this summer is to read to your child and let your child read to you. Some good 
books to read include, but are not limited to… any books about Clifford, Curious 
George, Morris the Moose, Biscuit, Mittens, Llama Llama, Pete the Cat, Fly Guy, Fancy 
Nancy…any books by the authors Marc Brown, Syd Hoff, Dr. Seuss, Laura Numeroff, 
Peggy Parish, David McPhail.       

 

2nd Grade  

In 2nd grade we will continue developing reading and comprehension skills, work on 
fluency, and make connections between texts.  

The best thing to do this summer is to have your child read for 15-20 minutes daily. 
Some good books to read include, but are not limited to… Charlotte’s Web, The A-Z 
Mysteries series, Junie B. Jones series, The Magic Tree House series, Bad Kitty books, 
Marley the Dog books, Madeline books, and If You Give a Mouse…books.           

 

3rd Grade  

• Horrible Harry Moves Up to Third Grade by Suzy Kline (Level – Lexile 460L, AR 
3.2) 

• Third Grade Angels by Jerry Spinelli (Level – Lexile 390L, AR 2.9) 
• Mr. Wolf’s Class Field Trip by Aron Nels Steinke (Level – Lexile GN310L, AR 2.4) 

 

4th Grade 

• Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 
• Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary 
• I Survived Series by various authors 

 

 



5th grade 

• Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 
• Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell 
• Caddie Woodlawn by Carole Ryrie Brink 
• Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes 
• The Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars 

 

 

6th Grade 

If you like FANTASY chapter books, you may like:  

• The Menagerie by Tui. T Sutherland 
• The Unwanteds by Lisa McMann 
• The School for Good and Evil by Soman Chainan 

If you like MYSTERY AND ADVENTURE, you may love:  

• Ranger’s Apprentice series by John A. Flanagan Redwall by Brian Jacques 

If you enjoy HISTORICAL FICTION, you may love: 

• The Wollstonecraft Detective Agency: The Case of the Missing Moonstone by 
Jordan Stratford 

• Moon Over Manifest by Linda Williams Jackson 

If you enjoy reading REALISTIC books, check out:  

• Okay for Now by Gary D. Schmidt 
• Booked by Kwame Alexander 
• See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng 

If you enjoy reading FUNNY books, try: 

• Strange Case of the Origami Yoda by Tom Andleberger 
• A Whole Nother Story by Cuthbert Soup 
• Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson 

 


