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SUMMER READING  

2022 

 

 
Wolf Pack Families, 
  
Summer break is almost here, and the English Department is excited to share that this 
summer’s reading program for 7th-12th is based on student choice! It is our hope and goal 
that all students develop a lifelong love of reading, and research suggests that student 
autonomy is the biggest determining factor in reading participation and enjoyment.  
  
Please review this packet for specific guidelines, resources, and how to submit your novel(s) 
for teacher approval. Novel selections for current students must be submitted by May 27th! 

Thank you! 

RCA English Department 

 

 

The purpose of summer reading is:  

• To help build confidence and competence as readers of complex texts  

• To give you, when you enter the class in the fall, an immediate basis for discussion of literary 
elements like theme, narrative, viewpoint, symbolism, plot structure, etc.  

• To set up a basis for comparison with other works we will read during the year  

• To provide you with the beginnings of a repertoire of works you can engage with meaningfully 

• To enrich your mind and stimulate your imagination  
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Novel Requirements and Resources 
 

Students will choose a novel(s) to read and annotate (see p. 3 for instructions) 
over the summer; upon returning to school in August, they will complete a 
writing project about their chosen novel. 

• Standard: Choose one novel with an appropriate Lexile level (*see explanation 
below) and page length for your upcoming grade level. 

• Honors: Choose an additional novel at that same Lexile level and page length. 

Requirements:  

• Approved books must be of an appropriate length and +/- 2 grades or Lexile 
levels. 

• Students must select their book with parent approval and submit the 
title/author information via this form. 

*Lexile levels measure the difficulty of a text. Lexile levels loosely correspond to 
grade level by 100s. For example, an appropriate Lexile level for a 7th grader would 
be a novel with a Lexile score in the 700s. 

• 7th – minimum 150 pgs / 500-900L 
• 8th – minimum 150 pgs / 600-1000L 
• 9th – minimum 200 pgs / 700-1100L 
• 10th – minimum 200 pgs / 800-1200L 
• 11th – minimum 250 pgs / 900-1300L 
• 12th – minimum 250 pgs / 1000-1400L 

You can find a novel’s Lexile level at this site: https://hub.lexile.com/find-a-
book/search 

 
Resources:  
Students and parents can get ideas from Amazon, Good Reads, best seller lists, or a 
teacher recommendation. Common Sense Media is a great resource for helping 
parents decide if a novel is a good fit for their child. 

• https://www.amazon.com/b/?ie=UTF8&node=16857165011&ref_=sv_b_3  
• https://www.goodreads.com  
• https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews 

We highly suggest using a read assist through Audible, YouTube, or Amazon while 
actively annotating in student’s own novel. 
 
Upon returning to school, students will do the following: 

• Show annotations in the novel to their teacher for a minor grade (see 
annotation guide p. 3 of this packet) 

• Complete a project based on their novel of choice  
o Honors students will present two annotated novels and complete a 

project on one of them. 
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RCA Summer Reading Annotation Guide  
  
Assignment:  
To prepare students for the text-based tasks they will perform during the first weeks 
of school, students are required to annotate (take notes in) the text(s) they read this 
summer. If a student is unable to purchase a copy of the text and is, instead, using a 
library copy, he or she may complete the following requirements with removable post 
it notes.  
  
Guide for Annotating:  

• Use a pen so you can make circles brackets and notes. If you prefer 
highlighters use one for key passages, but don’t get carried away and don’t 
only highlight.  

• Look for patterns and label them (motifs, diction, syntax, symbols, images, and 
behavior, whatever).  

• Mark passages that seem to jump out at you because they suggest an 
important idea or theme or for any other reason (an interesting figure of 
speech, image, an intriguing sentence pattern, a striking example of 
foreshadowing, a key moment in the plot, a bit of dialogue that reveals 
character, clues about the setting etc.).  

• Mark phrases, sentences, or passages that puzzle, intrigue please or displease 
you. Ask questions, make comments, and “talk back” to the text.  

• At the end of each chapter, write a bulleted list of key plot events. This not only 
forces you to think about what happened, see the novel as whole, and identify 
patterns, but it will also create a convenient record of the whole plot.  

• Circle words you want to learn or words that jump out at you for some reason. 
If you do not want to stop reading, guess then look the word up and jot down 
the relevant meaning later. You do not need to write out a full dictionary 
definition; it is often helpful to put the relevant meaning to the word. 

 
*We highly suggest using a read assist through Audible, YouTube, or Amazon while 
actively annotating in student’s own novel 

 


