
Rossville Christian Academy Grades 7-12 Summer Reading List 2021 

Summer reading is required for all middle and high school students. Summer Reading Projects will 

be assigned during the first week of school. The purpose of summer reading is three-fold: 

1. To give students, when they enter class in the fall, an immediate basis for critical thinking and 

discussion of literary elements such as theme, viewpoint, symbolism, plot structure, etc. 

2. To establish a basis for comparison with other works we will read during the year.  

3. To provide students an avenue to enjoy stories, while enriching their mind and stimulating their 

imagination. As Joseph Addison said, “Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” 

A note about Lexile book levels as indicated in parenthesis after each title: Lexile levels are a 

commonly used measure of text complexity. They are not intended to be prescriptive for grade levels and do 

not reflect the quality or content of any text. In our summer reading selections below, you will see a variety of 

Lexile levels; this choice is intended to provide you and your child with flexibility based on their interests and 

whether they want to read for pleasure or to challenge themselves. Additionally, it is important to note that 

while some books may be a lower Lexile level, the themes, history, and/or and literary elements they include 

are worthwhile and age appropriate.    

 

7th Grade  
Choose 1 of the titles below: 

• Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt (770L) 

• A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielson (810L) 

• The Call of the Wild by Jack London (1120L) 

 
8th Grade  
Choose 1 of the titles below: 

• The Lord of the Flies by William Golding (770L) 

• City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau (680 L) 

 
 
9th Grade 
Choose 1 of the titles below: 

• Night by Elie Wiesel (560L) 

• Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card (870L) 

 
*Honors 9th Grade 
• The Life of Pi by Yann Martel (830L) AND 1 of the titles listed above for 9th grade. 

 
 
10th Grade 
Choose 1 of the titles below: 

• The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan (740L) 

• The Princess Bride by William Goldman (870L) 

 
*Honors 10th Grade 
• The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien (1000L) AND 1 of the titles listed above for 10th grade. 

 

  



11th Grade 

From the titles below: Standard, choose 1 and Honors, choose 2 and annotate while you read. 

(See detailed instructions on page 3 of this document.) 

• Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story by Ben Carson (950L) 

• Iron Man by Chris Crutcher (980L) 

• A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry (drama) 

 

*Honors 11th grade: In addition to the reading, write an essay that answers the following questions. 

There is no length requirement; just answer the questions thoroughly. Bring your essay to class on the first 

day of school or you may email it to Mrs. Schwalb at sschwalb@rossvillechristian.com  

1) How did this summer change/shape you? 

2) How did this summer affect your future? 

3) Are you sad summer is over? Why or why not? 

 

12th Grade Standard Class (Non-Dual-Enrollment) 

Choose 1 of the titles below and annotate while you read. (See detailed instructions on page 3 of this 

document.) 

• A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah (920L) 

• A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park (720L) 

 

 
  

mailto:sschwalb@rossvillechristian.com


For Juniors & Seniors ONLY  

Summer Reading Annotation Guide  

  

When students return to school in the fall, we will begin an in-depth discussion and analysis of the 

required reading, aided by insights from the recommended text. However, to prepare students for the 

text-based tasks they will perform during the first weeks of school, students are required to annotate 

(take notes in) the text while they read this summer.   

  

**If a student is unable to purchase a copy of the text and is, instead, using a library copy he or she 

may complete the following requirements with removable post it notes.  

  

Instructions:  

• Use a pen so you can make circles, brackets, and notes. If you like highlighters, use one for 

key passages, but don’t get carried away and don’t only highlight.  

• Look for patterns and label them (symbols, images, behavior, etc.).  

• Mark passages that seem to jump out at you because they suggest an important idea or 

theme or for any other reason (an interesting figure of speech, image, an intriguing sentence 

pattern, a striking example of foreshadowing, a key moment in the plot, a bit of dialogue that 

reveals character, clues about the setting etc.).  

• Mark phrases, sentences, or passages that puzzle, intrigue, please, or displease you. Ask 

questions, make comments, and “talk back” to the text. 

• At the ends of chapters or sections write a bulleted list of key plot events. This not only forces 

you to think about what happened, see the novel as a whole, and identify patterns, but it 

creates a convenient record of the whole plot. 

• Circle words you want to learn or words that jump out at you for some reason. If you don’t 

want to stop reading, guess, then look the word up and jot down the relevant meaning later. 

You do not need to write out a full dictionary definition; it is often helpful to put the relevant 

meaning to the word. 


