
English Honors Grade 9 

Mr. Norwood 

The Red Badge of Courage Discussion Question Packet 

Name___________________________________ 

Instructions: Read the book, The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane. The following is a link that 

will provide you with a complete text.  

Link: https://www.pagebypagebooks.com/Stephen_Crane/The_Red_Badge_of_Courage/ 

For the discussion questions, write or type the responses separately from this form. Your answers need to 

be in complete sentences and address all questions parts. You may email your answers to Mr. Norwood 

(rnorwood@rossvillechristian.com) or you may bring your work to class when we return to school 

(tentatively on March 30).  

Chapters 1-3 

 Identify Henry’s feelings about war, death, and his own potential in the upcoming battle. How have 

Henry’s feelings about these things changed from the beginning of Chapter 1 to the end of Chapter 3? 

 Based on what you have learned about Henry so far, predict how Henry will react in the upcoming 

battle. Support your answer with evidence you have gathered in your response to the previous question.  

 If you were Henry, what would you say to Wilson before he turns away at the end of Chapter 3? What 

would you plan to do in the upcoming battle? How might you prepare yourself physically, mentally, or 

emotionally, for what you plan to do? 

 

Chapters 4-7 

 In what way is battle depicted in Chapters 4–7? In what way is death depicted? Identify some examples 

of vivid descriptions of battle scenes and of men being injured or dying 

 Explain whether you believe that Crane is depicting war and its consequences realistically or whether 

his images of war are not convincing. What attitude toward war and its consequences do you think the 

author reveals in these chapters? 

 Explain whether Henry’s actions make him a coward. What do you think about his decision to leave his 

regiment? Was it a smart decision? A moral or ethical decision? Explain whether you would have done 

the same thing in his position. Do you think you can truly know how you would react in such a situation 

without living through it? Why, or why not? 

 

Chapters 8-10 

 At the beginning of Chapter 8, Henry lingers about the battle lines because he thinks of the battle as “an 

immense and terrible machine” that he must see “produce corpses.” In what way does his attitude about 

the results of battle—death and corpses—change throughout Chapter 8–10? 

 Think back to the way Henry was at the beginning of Chapter 1— relatively innocent and naïve about 

war. In what way has the knowledge or experience that Henry has gathered since that time, and 

particularly in Chapters 8–10, affected him in the short-term? How do you think this knowledge and 

experience will affect him in the long-term? 
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 Evaluate and explain the significance of the title of this novel, The Red Badge of Courage. Based on 

what you have read so far (look to Chapter 9 for clues), what is a red badge of courage and why is it 

significant to Henry? Why does he long for one? 

 

Chapters 11-15 

 Identify Henry’s attitude toward his own position and what he perceives to be his own dishonor. In what 

way is Henry’s injury a stroke of luck? What does it enable him to do that he might find to be more 

difficult if it were not for his injury? 

 Explain whether Henry has in fact received a “red badge of courage.” Think back to your responses 

about what a red badge of courage is in Chapters 8–10. In what way does Henry’s injury help to teach 

him “that many obligations of a life were easily avoided”? 

 Who is the better friend: Henry to Wilson or Wilson to Henry? Consider that Henry feels that he is in a 

better position than his friend Wilson because he knows something shameful about him—Wilson told 

him that he feared he wouldn’t make it through the battle and entrusted him with a packet of papers to 

give to his family. Wilson, on the other hand, seems to suspect what really happened to Henry. Why do 

you think the two don’t poke fun at each other for their weaknesses? 

 

Chapters 16-20 

 In what way has Henry changed as a soldier? Identify how he has grown or changed since the last battle 

in which he took part. 

 Explain whether you think Henry would behave the way he does in these chapters if he hadn’t run in 

terror from battle earlier. How would he have fought if his fellow soldiers hadn’t labeled him a hero? 

 Crane ends Chapter 20 with the line, “And they were men.” Decide what you think Crane means by this 

line. Why might Crane say this about the soldiers of the 304th regiment at this point in the story? 

 During the Civil War, as in previous times and in other cultures, young men came of age or proved 

themselves by enlisting in war. In what ways do young people today come of age or prove themselves? 

What do you see as the most important milestones on the road from childhood to adulthood? 

 

Chapters 21-24 

 Identify some of the different ideas about what it means to be a hero presented not only in Chapters 21–

24, but in the novel as a whole. What vision of heroism do you think was portrayed at the novel’s end? 

What did you learn about what it means to be a hero, both publicly and privately? 

 This novel is as much about growing up as it is about heroism. What do these two central ideas, heroism 

and growing up, have to do with each other? Explore how you think these ideas are related. 

 Which of Henry’s experiences in the war would you say has had the most effect on shaping him as a 

person? Explain why this event had such a strong effect on Henry using evidence from the text to 

support your opinion. 

 If you lived in Henry’s time, would you want to get to know him? Summarize how your feelings about 

Henry have changed over the course of the novel. When did you like him the most? When did you like 

him the least? Do you respect him? In what ways are you like him and in what ways are you different 

from him? 

 


