
English Honors Grade 10                                         Mr. Norwood 

The Call of the Wild Discussion Question Packet 

Name___________________________________ 

Instructions: Finish reading the book The Call of the Wild by Jack London. The following is a link that 

will provide you with a complete text. We have already tested over chapters 1-4, so you only need to 

finish reading the remaining chapters. However, some of the discussion questions may pertain to the 

entire book, not just the last chapters.  

Link: https://www.ibiblio.org/ebooks/London/Call%20of%20Wild.pdf 

Write or type the responses separately from this form. Your answers need to be in complete sentences. 

You may email your answers to Mr. Norwood (rnorwood@rossvillechristian.com) or you may bring your 

work to class when we return to school (tentatively on March 30). 

Chapter 5 (These questions are from the ones you worked on in class prior to our spring break.) 

 Read London’s description of Hal and Charles. (pages 91 – 92) What do you think will happen to them 

based on this initial description? 

 What was Mercedes’ reaction when experienced men went through her belongings to lighten the load? 

What does this say about her and about her relationship with her husband and her brother? 

 Think about Charles, Hal, and Mercedes and compare them to any other characters you’ve met in other 

books, movies, plays, television shows or real life. What traits did Buck have that allowed him to adapt 

to the north that they lacked? 

 Why were the dogs unable to pull the sled? 

 Describe what happened once they got the sled moving. 

 How did Hal try to resolve the fact that he had miscalculated the amount of dog food required for the 

trip? 

 Why did Buck refuse to rise and lead the team? What did he have that his masters lacked? 

 
Chapter 6 

 How did Buck’s relationship with John Thornton differ from his relationships with his previous masters? 

 How does the author illustrate Buck’s intense feelings for Thornton? 

 How does Buck balance his love for Thornton with his more primitive self? 

 What does the author (Jack London) mean by the quotation: “He was older than the days he had seen 

and the breaths he had drawn.”? 

 Describe the incident with Black Burton. 

 What did Thornton claim Buck could do? How did Matthewson call his bluff? 

 Why do you think Thornton refused the offer the Skookum Bench King offered him for Buck? 

 
Chapter 7 

 London describes Buck’s dreams of the primitive man as, “The salient thing of this other world seemed 

fear.” What does he mean by this? Why would that be true? Why isn’t Thornton’s world filled with 

fear? 

 Why is Buck intent on befriending the wolf? What makes him break off their travels to return to camp? 

What does this say about Buck’s place in the world? 

 What does Buck’s fight with the bear and the moose display about his embrace of the call? Why do you 

think London included them in the story? 

 What does Buck learn from the slaughter of the Yeehats? Does this make his answering of the call 

harder or easier? Explain? 
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 Does the book have a happy or sad ending? Explain your answer. What do you think the author would 

say? 

 
 
Analyzing Literature Questions 

Knowledge of the novel in general, not just chapters 5-7, is required to provide the proper response to each 

item below. In some cases, the chapters will be labelled with the question.  

 
 The story is mainly told from Buck’s point of view. How does this perspective influence how you feel 

about Buck? How might the story change if it were told from the dog trainer’s point of view? (Chapters 

1-3) 

 

 Does the story—a gold rush and a kidnapped dog—seem true to life? Explain. (Chapters 1-3) 

 

 In many stories and novels, the goal of the main character is to improve himself or herself in some way. 

In The Call of the Wild, the narrator points out that once Buck learns to steal food, his moral decay has 

begun. He then says that this is vital, or absolutely necessary, for Buck’s survival. In one or two 

paragraphs, explain what this means. Do you agree with the narrator’s statement? Why or why not? 

(Chapters 1-3) 

 
 How does reading about these three different kinds of owners—one after the other—affect your 

response to each owner? (Chapters 4-5) 

 

 Do you think that Hal, Charles, and Mercedes are realistic characters? Or do you think that London has 

exaggerated to make a point? Explain. (Chapters 4-5) 

 

 Suppose you are one of Buck’s owners—François; the man known as the Scotch halfbreed; or Hal, 

Charles, or Mercedes. Write a letter to someone back home about your experience in the Yukon. Tell 

about the travel conditions, your travel companions, and the dog team. Remember to write from the 

point of view of the character you’ve chosen. Borrow details from the story to add specifics to your 

letter.  

 

 How did you react to Buck becoming wild? Did you find yourself cheering for him? Or did you feel 

regret that he was moving away from the world of men? Explain. (Chapters 6-7) 

 

 How, if at all, would you change what happens to the various characters?  

 

 Why was Thornton camping alone? Why was he the ideal master? (Chapters 6-7) 

 

 How does London create suspense in the scene in which Buck pulls the thousand-pound load? (Chapters 

6-7) 

 

 Were you surprised by what happened to John Thornton? Why or why not? (Chapters 6-7) 

 

 In your opinion, could the story have ended without Thornton’s death? Why or why not?  

 

 At the beginning of the first chapter, there is a verse that includes these words: “Old longings nomadic 

leap, / Chafing at custom’s chain.” Look up any words you do not know; then explain what you think 

these lines mean. How do they apply to what happens to Buck?  


